* The dynamic geological history in western North America has
resulted in connected and separated streams over time.

* These events are thought to be a primary factor influencing the
contemporary distribution of native fishes, and in many cases, has
obscured the taxonomic relationship of fishes in this region.

* Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) are a freshwater fish species
native to western North America.

* Many subspecies of rainbow trout have been hypothesized in
different geographic regions.
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